Stimulation of the mouse monocytes by Listeria monocytogenes.
The bacteria of Wellshimer's strain L. monocytogenes and their extract (LMA) showed in vitro the mitogenic activity which was demonstrated by increased proliferation of normal bone marrow cells and blood monocytes of the mouse strains resistant (C57Bl/6) and susceptible (DBA/2) to listeriosis. In the same experimental conditions the proliferation of spleen macrophages and resident peritoneal macrophages was not influenced. Besides, C57Bl/6 bone marrow cells, activated by live or killed L. monocytogenes, produced some growth factor for secondary bone marrow cell cultures.